Developmental psychobiological influences on rodent parental behavior.
The present paper focuses on the development, broadly defined, of parental responsiveness. Both sexes can respond to young with parental behavior, in the absence of elaborate experimental manipulations; yet, through the combined natural forces of ontogeny and maturation, organizational influences of hormones, and adult modifications of neurochemical sensitivity, these animals can be rendered more or less sensitive to young. We will explore the ways in which such developmental alterations determine whether or not an animal is responsive to neonates.